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of future wars in Asia lies in the problem of Manchuria,
which is vital to Japan and Russia, and of still more
importance to China. Those who have been watch-
ing with care the developments during the last two
years in Manchuria, including the withdrawal of
Japan from the League of Nations, and the establish-
ment of an independent kingdom more or less under
the control and supervision of Japan in Manchuria,
can have no doubt as to the direction in which Japan
intends to develop her future policy of expansion.
I should like to quote here a significant passage
in Mr Roosevelt's book, as regards Russia's domi-
nant motive towards Asia. He says: "Russia, the
great Continental power, European in origin, but
Asiatic by destiny, dreams of restoring the Empire of
the Moghul Khans, and her strength based on the
wealth of old Asia, taking her place as leader in
world affairs " It would thus appear that eventually
at some point or other, Russia and Japan are bound
to come to a clash regarding mastery of Asia. More-
over, Russia will so reorganise her Eastern policy, and
consolidate her own internal affairs with a view to
its fruition, that some day she will find herself ready
to wipe out old scores against Japan, which she is
still harbouring after her ignoble defeat in the Russo-
Japanese Wars. Nothing has happened in history
during the past hundred years which has so dimi-
nished the prestige of European nations in the eyes of
the Eastern peoples as Russia's defeat and Japan's